Annual Gathering and Meeting
Closing Worship
Prelude
Greeting
*Call to Worship
My friends, as we prepare to depart, let us celebrate all that is the Penn West Conference
of the United Church of Christ!
We are 99 churches, who have finally embraced one another in conversation, meals,
laughter, and reflection.
We are led by a Conference Minister with a spirit that embodies Paul’s hospitality to rejoice
when we are rejoicing and weep when we weep.
We have heard Paul’s words anew and are excited to open ourselves to God’s vision
in our communities.
May these final moments together nourish us for the beautifully messiness of God’s
transformation within us.
Come, let us worship God as the Penn West Conference of the Body of Christ!
*Hymn

“There is a Name I Love to Hear (O How I Love Jesus)”
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Call to Confession
We are told to live in harmony with one another. Let us pause to confess when we have
created conflict rather than harmony in ourselves, our neighbor, and God.
Prayer of Confession
Creator God, we hear your call to be transformed by the renewing of our minds, and
we celebrate that you are not done with us yet as your Beloved Community. And yet, we
confess that transformation is uncomfortable and messy. We wish we could snap our fingers
and your transformation would suddenly appear. Instead, O God, you call us to be patient
in suffering, bless those who persecute us, and feed our enemies as actions that will open us
to your creative vision for all. Help us, O God, in your transforming ways. In your name we
pray, Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
My friends, you are forgiven in God’s love so now live peaceably with all as an expression
of God’s love. Amen.
Special Music
Reading from the Christian Scriptures

Romans 12: 12-21

Sermon

“It’s Not Easy Being Transformed!”

*Hymn

“O Savior, Let Me Walk With You”
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Installation of Elected Conference Officers
(From the UCC Book of Worship)
Introduction
Affirmation of ministry is the act whereby we recognize the diverse gifts of our members
and celebrate the particular ministry of each person in the life of the conference or in various
settings in the life of the world. There are different ways of serving, but the same God is served.
There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit gives them. There are different abilities to
perform service, but the same God gives ability to each of us for our particular service. The Spirit’s
presence is shown in some way in each person for the good of all.
Christ is like a single body, which has many parts. It is still one body, even though it is
made up of different parts. If one part of the body suffers, all the other parts suffer with it; if one
part is praised, all the other parts share its happiness. All of us are Christ’s body, and each one is
a part of it.
Presentation
These people have been called by God, in accordance with the faith and order of our
conference, to serve among us. They have accepted their call and are before us in witness to their
willingness to serve.
Covenant
Siblings in Christ, it is an honor to be entrusted with responsibility for particular service in
the ministry of the church, whether gathered or scattered. Having prayerfully considered the duties
and responsibilities of your ministry, are you prepared to serve in your capacities, with the help of
God in Christ’s name, for the glory of God? If so, please respond, “I am.”
I am.
Do you promise to exercise your ministry diligently and faithfully, showing forth the love
of Christ? If so, respond saying, “I do, relying on God’s grace.”
I do, relying on God’s grace.
Congregational Response
All you gathered here, you have heard the promises of our siblings in Christ, who have
answered God’s call to service. Let us affirm our intention to live in covenant with them. Please
rise in body or spirit.
We gather in celebration of the joy that is ours to be partners with you in the service
of Jesus Christ. We promise to love you, honor your leadership, and assist you, that
together we may be a faithful church of Jesus Christ.
Prayer
Let us pray, Eternal God, you have called these people to serve you in the Penn West
Conference and in the world, which you have entrusted to our care and keeping. Send your Holy
Spirit on them that they may serve among us with honor and faithfulness. Help them to be diligent
in their duties that your church may prosper in the mission you place before it. May their example
prove worthy for all of us to follow, as we are united Christ’s ministry, to the glory of your name.
Amen.

Declaration
In the name of Jesus Christ and on behalf of the people of the Penn West Conference, I
rejoice to announce that you are installed and commissioned in your respective positions.
Thanks be to God!
UCC Statement of Faith in the Form of a Doxology
Prayers of the People
Offering
Offertory
Prayer of Blessing for the Offering
Creator God, receive our gifts as a living expression of our worship of you so that
your creation may be fully realized through justice and love in Jesus Christ. Amen.
Invitation to Holy Communion
Beloved in Christ, the gospel tells us that on the first day of the week Jesus Christ was
raised from death, appeared to Mary Magdalene, on the same day sat at the table with two disciples,
and was made known to them in the breaking of bread.
This is the joyful feast of the people of God. Men and women, youth and children,
come from the east and west, from the north and south, and gather at Christ’s table.
This table is for all who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the community of
God’s people.
Communion Prayer
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to God
Let us give thanks to God most high
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Prayer of Our Savior (debts/debtors)
Distribution of Holy Communion
Communion Anthem
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Almighty God, we give you thanks for the gifts of our Savior’s presence in the
simplicity and splendor of this holy meal. Bless the hands and hearts of all who grew, sold,
and served these elements to us for they are our teachers of our hospitality for all. May we

be untied in the good news of your justice and love so all of our living may be our worship of
you! In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Unite us
* Closing Hymn

“We are People on a Journey”

Commissioning
Benediction
Postlude
*Please stand as you are able in body or spirit.

#340NCH, verses 1, 3, & 4 English

