 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Resolution to Proceed with Exploration of 

Oil and Gas Lease on Weber Memorial Property 

WHEREAS, the Penn West Conference of The United Church of Christ is the titled owner of property located in Hempfield Township, Westmoreland County, known as the Weber Memorial Property and consisting of approximately 70 acres. The property contains a pavilion and facilities and is utilized by both churches within The United Church of Christ and private outside groups as a place for worship, picnics, reunions and the like. The property’s connection to The United Church of Christ is historical in nature. The property originated as a land grant from the Land Department of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to the Reformed Presbyterian Church at Milliron’s by document dated February 25, 1870. 


WHEREAS, Penn West Conference has been approached by Atlas Energy with a proposal to enter into an Oil and Gas Lease on the property.  If an Oil and Gas Lease was signed the property would most likely be pooled with other adjacent properties to form a unit. The total size of the unit would be approximately three to four hundred acres and have approximately three to four lateral well sites for the extraction of gas from the Marcellus Shale. The signing of an Oil and Gas Lease would include an advanced payment of an agreed upon amount, per acre. In addition, there would be a royalty payment on all gas extracted from the property. If the Weber Memorial Property is pooled with other properties to form a unit, Penn West Conference would receive royalty payments based on the proportion of property owned by Penn West Conference in relationship to the total acreage of the unit. An ad hoc committee was formed to address the issues related to a possible Oil and Gas Lease on the property. The committee has looked at issues, including but not limited to: whether an Oil and Gas Lease is consistent with the intended use of the property; lease terms to protect the surface rights and intended use of the property; exploring the process by which the drilling operations are completed, as well as how liquids and waste products are disposed of; and the overall environmental impact or consequences of the drilling operation. Further exploration of entering into an Oil and Gas Lease on the property is subject to the voting membership of the annual meeting of the Penn West Conference. 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the voting membership of the 49th annual meeting of the Penn West Conference, held June, 2011, authorizes the Board of Directors, by and through the ad hoc committee, to further explore, and negotiate, terms of an Oil and Gas Lease between the Penn West Conference and Atlas Energy on the Weber Memorial Property located in Hempfield Township, Westmoreland County. The Board of Directors, by and through the ad hoc committee, is authorized to take further action on the Oil and Gas Lease, as it deems appropriate, after a thorough and reasonable assessment of the issues related to a potential Oil and Gas Lease on the property. 
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