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The Penn West Academy for Ministry had the opportunity to embrace a number of positive changes in the 2010-2011 academic year.  I continued to serve as Dean and teach Practical Theology, and the Rev. Alice Lindsay-Bignell continued to teach Church History and Old Testament Studies.  We were pleased to welcome two new faculty members, as the Rev. Joseph Hedden joined us as instructor in Theology, and the Rev. Ruth Shaver became our instructor of New Testament Studies.  Rev. Hedden is a graduate of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and serves as pastor of Emmanuel Reformed (Hill’s Church) UCC in Export.  Rev. Shaver is a graduate of Boston University School of Theology and serves as pastor of the United Church of Schellsburg (UCC).  Both faculty members have already made great contributions to our program.  

Catalogs for 2010-2011 were again made and distributed, and I anticipate that the 2011-2012 catalogs will be distributed sometime in mid to late May.  Please contact the Conference Office if you haven’t received a catalog by midsummer and would like one.

In addition to our orientation, our special blocks of instruction for 2009-2010 consisted of a stewardship presentation led by the Rev. Richard Seigfried of Christ UCC in Latrobe, a mission workshop led by the Rev. Steven Craft of First Reformed UCC in Greensburg, and a pastoral leadership class led by the Rev. Phil Garner of Zion’s Reformed UCC in Greenville.  Our refresher course at Camp Living Waters in November 2010 focused on “Personality and Ministry.”  It was led by Ms. Joanne Martin, a pastoral counselor and a student at Trinity School for Ministry in Ambridge.  Student responses to the weekend were very favorable.  Also, our March Academy weekend was cut short due to weather concerns.  All classes were held but were shortened because of time constraints.

At the time of this writing, the following students are engaged in our licensed ministry track for the 2010-2011 academic year: Rich Ednie, Fred Flick, Sharon Fox, and Cheryl Petrini (fourth year); Bob Garris, Harvey Meyers, and Diane Wiley (third year); Lettia Suchevich (second year); and Harvey Trent (first year).  Our fourth year students are scheduled to have graduated from the program by the time of the Conference Annual Meeting, and their graduation is scheduled to be announced there.

Our Penn West Academy was deeply grieved to mourn the loss of one of our students, Leo McEliece.  Leo was in his third year of the program when he was diagnosed with a brain tumor.  Leo was awarded an honorary certificate of graduation from the Academy by a unanimous decision of our Conference’s Church & Ministry Committee.  Leo will be deeply missed, and we wish his family and friends our deepest sympathy.

One of the biggest developments of the Academy in 2010-2011 was the formation of a “transitional team.” This group was charged with discerning ways for the Academy to work with Association Church & Ministry Committees in helping candidates to meet the newly configured UCC “Marks for Ministry.”  The most significant change that has been instituted as a result of this team’s work is the creation of a new “Covenant & Polity” class.  This class will meet on Saturdays during our regular Academy weekends.  Our new instructor for this course is the Rev. Todd Snyder.  Rev. Snyder is a graduate of Lancaster Theological Seminary and serves as pastor of The Abbey Reformed UCC in Huntingdon.  We hope this course will increase our students’ understanding of covenant as it relates to UCC polity, and we also hope it may meet a Conference-wide need to teach this subject to non-UCC (or newly-UCC) pastors who are serving in UCC churches.

One final concern is the slowing of student enrollment at the Academy.  We currently have only one second year student and one first year student, and we don’t know how many to expect will begin studies in 2011-2012.  If you have had a positive experience with the Academy, please spread the word about us in your churches.  And, if you believe that God is calling you to licensed or commissioned ministry, or even if you are interested in deepening your understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, please don’t hesitate to ask me about the Academy.  My contact information is available from the Conference Office and is listed in the catalog.  Thank you again for your continued prayers for our work.

Respectfully submitted,

David Ackerman, 

Dean, Penn West Academy for Ministry

