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The Penn West Academy for Ministry had another good academic year in 2009-2010.  I continued to serve as Dean and teach Practical Theology, and the Rev. Alice Lindsay-Bignell continued to teach Church History and Old Testament.  Sadly, after many years of teaching and ministry, the Rev. Paul Wrightman left our area to serve a church in the area of Carmel, California.  He will be greatly missed by all of us in the Penn West Conference whose lives were changed for the better by his ministry.  The Rev. Theodore Erickson, former Dean of the Academy, graciously agreed to teach Systematic Theology and New Testament for the remainder of the 2009-2010 academic year.

Catalogs for 2009-2010 were again made and distributed, and I anticipate that the 2010-2011 catalogs will be distributed on or around the date of the Penn West Conference Annual Meeting.  Please contact the Conference Office if you haven’t received a catalog by midsummer and would like one.

In addition to our orientation, our special blocks of instruction for 2009-2010 consisted of a Christian education workshop led by the Rev. Matthew Deal and Ms. Mary Alice Lynn, a worship and music presentation by the Rev. Ruth Shaver, and a presentation on pastoral care by the Rev. Dr. Verna Call.  Our refresher course at Camp Living Waters in November 2009 focused on “Self Care for Licensed and Commissioned Ministers.”  Our presenters were the Rev. Roger Nicholson and the Rev. Barbara (Bobbie) Hineline.  The Academy also sponsored a continuing education event (not yet held as of the time of this writing), that featured workshops on ethics, led by the Rev. Dr. Richard McCarty, and music and worship, led by Mr. Bryan Lohr. 

At the time of this writing, the following students are actively engaged in our licensed ministry track for the 2009-2010 academic year: Barry Bowser and Cathy Bowser (fourth year); Rich Ednie, Fred Flick, Sharon Fox, and Cheryl Petrini (third year); and Bob Garris, Leo McEliece, Harvey Meyers, and Diane Wiley (second year), and Lawrence Staruk (first year).  Our fourth year students are scheduled to have graduated from the program by the time of the Conference Annual Meeting, and their graduation is scheduled to be announced there.

In 2010-2011, I do not anticipate that the Academy will host a continuing education event. Rather, I anticipate working with a group appointed by the Penn West Conference Church & Ministry Committee to consider ways in which the Academy may change in order to work more closely with our Association Church and Ministry Committees as together we adapt to the new United Church of Christ guidelines on authorization for ministry.  We will need to consider how to tailor our course of instruction so that candidates for licensing and/or commissioning may satisfy the “marks for ministry” outlined in that document.  Moreover, we aim to consider how to better make use of technology to benefit our program as we strive to work more closely with the individual students of the Academy to equip them as well as we are able in order to satisfy Association Church and Ministry Committees in their work to care for candidates for ministry as well as ministers in the field and congregations.

If you believe that God is calling you to licensed or commissioned ministry, or even if you are interested in deepening your understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, I hope you will not hesitate to ask me about the Academy.  My contact information is available from the Conference Office and is listed in the catalog.  Thank you again for your continued prayers for our work.






Respectfully submitted







David Ackerman, 


Dean, Penn West Academy for Ministry

