Church & Ministry Committee
2010 Annual Report

We started this past year with a new idea!  Along with the Transformation & Renewal Team, we co-hosted the annual Pastor’s Retreat with Paul Nixon leading, and that was followed up by a special session also led by him for teams from participating churches in February.  Both sessions were very well received and beneficial.

Our committee is deeply involved in the extensive process of learning the Parish Life & Leadership document Forming and Preparing Pastoral leadership for God’s Church.  This document was approved by G.S. 25 and adopted at G.S. 27 to enact the new Constitutional changes which will shape the future of the UCC in significant ways.  The document explains the ways members of the UCC discern and respond to God’s Call and how Associations participate and share in the members’ discernment and call as well as their preparation.

In light of these significant changes and emphasis, our Committee is calling all Association Committees together to look at the changes and study them together.  Then our Conference Committee will spend this next year introducing, as much as possible, the changes to our local churches about their involvement in the whole process. And we are getting a team together to see how we can make changes in our Academy for Ministry to fall in line with the constitutional changes.

All this is or will be done in preparation for our Conference to vote on the Constitutional changes at our 2011 annual meeting.

Our Conference has had many pastoral leadership changes in our churches this year, and we also regret to report the loss of (by transfer) the Rev. Dr. Paul Wrightman, one of the professors of the Academy.

It’s going to be a buy year ahead for all of us; please pray for this committee’s guidance and for our Conference.

Sincerely,

Barry W. Fillman

Chairman

