Budget and Finance Report
48th Annual Meeting Pennwest Conference 
Wow, another year is behind us already! 

Many of us feel like we just blinked our eyes and 2009 was gone and now half of 2010 as well. Congregations continue to struggle to support their ministries and this has impacted the Basic Support received by the Conference through our congregations Our Churches’ Wider Mission contributions.  The stock market has improved a little bit but not yet back to pre-collapse levels.  Therefore, we did not have very high yield from our endowments to supplement the conference income.  Although we had a shortfall of income of $10,000 under budget we managed to control expenses to end 2009 with only a deficit of just over $500. 

Over the year, the partnership between the Stewardship Associates and the Budget and Finance Committee produced resources that shared the story about OCWM and the “5X5” special support offerings.  Churches received multiple copies of the Pennwest Conference "Ministry and Mission" booklet. {Additional copies are available}.  At this Annual Meeting, churches will receive a new brochure: "Pennwest Conference. Changing Lives" That's Our Church's Wider Mission."  The brochure lifts up both Pennwest Conference and the United Church of Christ in national and global settings in ministries and missions together.  The DVD, “Plan Talk” is an excellent resource that helps members see how their gifts are used in the United Church of Christ. 

All the programs and ministries that Pennwest Conference offers are made possible by all of our congregation’s Basic Support.  We wish there were more we could offer our congregations, but we are blessed with many volunteers that offer their talents to various committees helping to bolster our offerings. 

At this year’s Annual Meeting, we invited some of our generous OCWM churches to share with us what has created a spirit and enthusiasm of generosity.  We look forward to an open conversation and the opportunity to share their successes.  I like to use one-liners to make a point and one I particularly like is, “Attitude is contagious.”  I pray that we all catch the “bug” from our leaders.  If we do, there are some exciting things we will be able to do to share and spread the God’s word.

Additionally, we appreciate the loyal support of our congregations and continue to thank them. Last year we went to our leading churches to thank them personally during a Sunday Service for their financial support and encourage continuation.

The recommended 2011 spending plan allocates additional funds to grow the ministries and missions programs in several ways: increased funds for the ministry teams and committees; continuing ministry coordinators for the Transformational and Renewal Team, and we hope, in 2010, a youth ministry coordinator; and continuing support for Living Waters Camp and Conference Center.  As churches call on these ministry teams, they will benefit from the inspiration and skills they bring to congregational ministry and missions. 

The Board and the Budget and Finance Committee call our churches to grow: in our belonging to one another in Associations and Conference, in proclaiming the Good news of Jesus Christ, to equip the people for the up-building of Christ’s church.  

We can grow!  

We do not put a “.” where God has a “,” 

 

We, the members of the Pennwest Conference, 
make a difference! 

Lives are changed!
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